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PRELIMINARY WINTERING COUNTS AND NEW LOCATIONS OF SANDHILL CRANES IN
MEXICO
INGRID BARCELÓ, School of Natural Resources, University of Nebraska-Lincoln; and Platte River Whooping Crane 
Maintenance Trust, 6611 West Whooping Crane Drive, Wood River, NE 68883, USA
EDGAR G. LÓPEZ, Centro de Investigaciones Biológicas del Noroeste, P.O. Box 128, La Paz, BCS 23090, Mexico
FELIPE CHÁVEZ-RAMÍREZ, Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust, 6611 West Whooping Crane Drive, Wood River, 
NE 68883, USA
Abstract: Sandhill cranes (Grus canadensis) undertake a migration twice a year, when more than 400,000 cranes cross the United
States from the Arctic of North America and Eastern Siberia to the southwest U.S. and north central Mexico. Although the sandhill
crane has been studied intensely, few studies have been done on their Mexican wintering grounds. Little is known about what
proportion of the sandhill crane population migrates to Mexico, and there is even less information regarding its dispersion. During
winter 2007-2008 we surveyed 30 wetlands in the Chihuahuan Desert ecoregion in northern Mexico, recording presence/absence
and number of sandhill cranes. Cranes were present in 53% of the visited sites. In these wetlands we conducted counts at sunset
and sunrise up to a total of 67 counts. Crane counts varied between sites with a maximum of 9,000 individuals in northern
wetlands and a minimum of 3 individuals in southern wetlands. The majority of wetlands were visited once (73%) while the rest
of sites were visited up to 8 times (27%). Cranes were always present in sites visited more than once during the wintering period
(December-January). Noteworthy observations of movement and activity patterns were also recorded during the winter. Our data,
although preliminary, provide new information regarding wintering locations and dispersion in 6 Mexican estates. Our data also
provides the first counts for sandhill cranes in Mexico confirming that the population that migrates to northern Mexico is a large
one, revealing new information regarding the ecological needs of the species
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Abstract: Prescribed burning is the most natural and cost effective method of restoring and maintaining the coastal longleaf pine
(Pinus palustris) savannah ecosystem that provides feeding and nesting areas for the critically endangered Mississippi sandhill crane
(MSC, Grus canadensis pulla). Though growing season burns have shown the greatest results in controlling encroaching shrubs and
pines as compared to dormant season burns, burning in the spring and early summer has the potential to disrupt the nesting activities
of the MSC population.  In order to address both the short and long term needs of this crane population, we make every effort to
burn during the growing season on the MSC National Wildlife Refuge while taking precautions to protect our nesting cranes. We
evaluate factors such as distance to nest, noise disturbance, smoke, age of nest, and usual disturbance of nesting pair before striking
the match.  In the past few years we have learned lessons on the tolerance levels of the nesting MSCs and the possibilities for habitat
management when biologists and fire managers work together for a common result.
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